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Le Petit Commerce Francois. Sa Lutte pour la Vie. By Martin 
Saint-Leon. (Paris: Librairie Victor Lecoff re. 1911. Pp. 
xii, 289. 2 fr.) 

This is a sympathetic study of the struggle of local and special- 
ized retail merchants against the competition of department stores, 
local branches of large mercantile companies, establishments selling 
on installment plans, cooperative societies, and lesser rivals. The 
author recognizes the function and claims of these rival institu- 
tions ; but he believes not only that the preservation and prosperity 
of "le petit commerce" are desirable from the social, moral and 
economic points of view, but that its progress is possible, — indeed 
that it has already "ceased to beat a retreat." 

A brief historical introduction is followed by a survey of present 
conditions based largely upon the results of questionnaires and 
interviews with competent trade representatives. The summary 
of findings in Paris is especially noteworthy, as it sets forth suc- 
cinctly the organization, competitive conditions, hours of labor, 
credit systems, etc., obtaining in each of some forty lines of retail 
trade. The general subject of methods and progress of defense, 
to which by far the greater part of the volume is devoted, is taken 
up under two main heads, the appeal to the state, and the exer- 
cise of free initiative. Under the former is introduced a resume 
and criticisms of recent legislative enactments and proposals of 
special interest to small dealers, including not only laws designed 
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to protect them against unequal and fraudulent competition, but 
also laws safeguarding workers in commercial establishments. 

The author's main emphasis is not, however, upon state action 
but upon the initiative of the small and middle-class merchants 
themselves. About one third of the volume is concerned with 
the progress and possibilities of organized effort on their part. 
Prominence is given to the promotion of commercial education, 
cooperative credit schemes, and joint arrangements for the exten- 
sion and regulation of sales on credit; in short, to cooperation of 
small dealers under strong leadership, with a view to meeting their 
stronger rivals, cooperative or capitalistic, more nearly on their 
own ground. As to political policy, these dealers are warned 
against enlisting under the banner of a party, especially of the 
socialist party whose aim embraces the destruction of capitalistic 
trade, great and small. They are advised to seek the realization 
of their economic program through appeal to candidates and repre- 
sentatives of any and all parties. 

The book is thoroughly readable, and shows familiarity with a 
wide range of literature on this and related subjects. The study 
of conditions in France is enriched by parallelisms and suggestions 
from other European countries. 

Paul S. Peiece. 

State University of Iowa. 
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